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JIMMY MULLER DOES IT AGAIN!
By Ben Slome

The Connecticut Travelers held their 2008 annual Sub-Gauge championship on October 19th at Fairfield 
Fish & Game in Monroe, Connecticut. It was a great day for shooting--the weather was a little chilly, but 
at this time of the year, who’s complaining? The sunshine warmed us, there was not a cloud in the sky 
and as always there were miles of smiles on every ones face. A spread of breakfast pastries greeted us as 
did a practice round of 5-stand for any shooter wanting blast some of the cobwebs out of their once-a-
year, sub-gauge guns. At around 10:00 am everyone gathered for the usual spiel on safety and course 
etiquette given by my good buddy, Mr. (A-One) Ed Davies. 

I started on station eleven which was a right-to-left crosser, on-edge with a pretty zippy trap shot 
on report. I was shooting a 12-gauge so I didn’t have an issue with it, but I could see how someone with 
a .410 might look at that and say “Huh? I wonder if they make a choke tighter than extra full these 
days?” This seemed to set the tone for the day’s course. Station nine had a trap target that started about 
30-40 yards away from the shooter and flew out of range pretty darn quick. Usually, on all the sub-
gauge courses I have shot at big events (and I admit this numbers only about four) there will  be a 
presentation with one powder-puff  target and one decently distanced target,  but nothing over 30-40 
yards at its peak. Fairfield is notorious for throwing targets that sometimes push the ballistics of the 12-
gauge (I am not saying that’s a bad thing so PLEASE keep it coming for the big-bore tournaments—the 
sometimes extreme challenge is thrilling!) I will however suggest that perhaps these targets might have 
been a little too distant for smallest pea shooters. I bet that a shooter (Not talking about Mr. Jimmy 
“Pump-Meister .410” Muller) might comfortably get around the course with a 28-gauge with the right 
ammunition, but this course consistently seemed to be just about 10-15 yards too long. In addition to the 
distance factor, there were a few stations on this woods course where you could barely see the bird well 
enough to shoot at it. My last station, ten, was a belly incomer with a screaming crosser from the left. 
Knowing all to well that target focus is first and foremost the name of this game in a nutshell, this 
presentation didn’t inspire confidence. That first bird showed only its black belly and there wasn’t much 
light coming in through the trees to give a shooter any definition to or even piece of the target to focus 
on. Basically, you needed to shoot where you thought it was (or was about to be) and just hope it broke. 
The second target--crossing directly in front of the shooter--was orange and flickered through the light 
like a candle flame in the breeze. My point is this wound up being a leap of faith station—put the gun, 
here swing like this and they ought to break, as opposed to a precise eye-hand-coordination exercise. 

But you can count this  as sour grapes because there was one man—a maestro with a pump 
shotgun, who uses a model 42 like a surgical scalpel. Jimmy Muller shucked his way to a 91 (raw score 
76) with that .410 pump, Red-Rider popgun to take the HOA sub-gauge title. A course like this looks 
impossible until you see someone tame it. Congratulations Jimmy!
 



Award Last Name
First 

Name
Score Gauge

HOA Muller Jim 91 .410 Pump

.410 Champ Steinkraus Eric 79 .410 Pump

20 ga Champion Primavera Mike 79 20 ga

28 ga Champ Goodspeed Kevin 77 28 ga Pump

Class 1 - Champ Prather Larry 77 28 ga

Class 1 - Runner Up Cypher Lavert 72 0.410

Class 1 - Runner Up Mohler John 72 20 ga

Class 2 - Champ Shannon Rich 76 28 ga

Class 2 - 3rd Lowery Ralph 70 28 ga

Class 3 - Champ Corwin Barry 74 28 SxS

Class 3 - Runner Up Davies Ed 74 20 ga

Class 3 - 3rd Place Kruleski Kevin 69 20 ga

Class 4 - Champion Maggiolo George 74 20 ga

Class 4 - Runner Up Dunn Dave 66 20 ga

Class 4 - 3rd Place Maggiolo Peter 63 20 ga

Class 5 - Champion Lawlor Olive 64 20 ga

Class 5 - Runner Up Rice Stephen 47 0.410

Class 5 - 3rd Place Hawley Bill 45 20 ga

Junior Champion Hachmann Kristen 63 28 ga

Jr. Runner Up Apgar Matt 55 20 ga

Lady Champion Willinger Doris 54 28 ga

Lady Runner Up Uliano Sue 52 20 ga

Lady - 3rd Place Burke Ellen 27 20 ga

Lady - 4th Place Anglace Kim 26 20 ga

Sub-Jr. Champion Muller Angelina 27 0.410

Vet 1 - Champ Moritt Ed 72 28 ga

Vet 1 - Runner Parsons George 70 0.410

Vet 2 - Champion Willinger Kurt 73 28 ga

Vet 2 - Runner Up Roesslein Fred 63 20 ga SxS

High Guest Dwyer Dennis 81 28 ga Pump
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THE TARGET NOT TAKEN
By sportingpoet@yahoo.com

two targets diverged in a yellow wood,
and sorry I could not shoot both.
as a Traveler, long I stood
reading line as best I could,
one sailing into the undergrowth.
 
I watched the other, just as fair
and having perhaps the better shot,
taken quickly should I dare,
though as for that, the slightest err
would steal the X and leave me with naught. 

I pondered my choice, both tough on their own,
the left fast and low,
the right dropping like a stone,
I stepped to the line, my choice unknown.
the left my decision, I did not wallow.
 
two pair emerge, two pair flyby, 
maybe best to change their sequence,
a different approach I decide.
I took the one less chosen by,
and it still made not a difference.

1                           
 THE TRAVELERS INVADE PENNSYLVANIA!
  By Carol & Fred Roesslein

Did you ever skip a party invitation only to find out later what a great time you missed?  Those who 
didn’t  go  on  the  fall  trip  please  now kick  your  selves.  Our  hardy  group of  45  shooters  and  wives, 
including an expanded contingent of nine Keystone Ramblers were blessed with many great things.
We enjoyed four fabulous days of  mild fall  weather,  clear  blue skies,  glorious foliage and beautiful 
scenery.  Four great, hospitable clubs hosted our group.  We encountered an array of targets of every type, 
size and difficulty level known to mankind.  If we didn’t see it on this trip it probably doesn’t exist yet.

Friday’s shooting was at Whitetail Preserve, Bloomsburg, Pa. This was formerly a private club, 
which has now turned public. The club opened their kitchen to the arriving Travelers and many of us 
enjoyed a nice lunch before shooting about 1:00.  The course is circular with a total of 20 stations and the 
first half were open-field type shots of every description. Then we went downhill and into the woods, 
where lighting, short windows and shadows played their dirty tricks--Fred’s tired old eyes had trouble 
here.  The club uses encoded keys and wireless controllers at each station which was new to us all. Our 
key failed to work all the way around and Bob went to get a new one at which point Gwyn’s dog Emma 
thought she was still in the cart and took off after it. Gwyn took off after her and finally got her to stop. 
We had a great squad with Gwyn and Bob, Andre and Amber--blue hair and all--with lots of laughs. It’s 
nice to see a father and daughter spending quality time shooting time together, who could ask for more.

A 1½ hour trip brought us to Tunkhannock and headquarters for most of us, The Shadowbrook Inn 
& Golf Resort. A quick shower and off we went for cocktails, dinner and the usual, fabulous awards 
ceremony.  Bob and Gwyn were presented with tickets to Nemacolin Shooting Preserve for all their hard 
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work on putting together the spring and fall trips. They certainly are doing a fantastic job !!
The Keystone Ramblers have expanded their club and have purchased several memberships to 

Nemacolin, a premier shooting resort. They graciously put two memberships in the name of the Travelers 
and anyone who is interested can use them for a discounted price. I believe James Brown is doing the 
recruiting along with Tom Gravina who originally started the Keystone Ramblers.

Saturday  morning  found  us  shooting  at  Rock  Mountain.  Anyone  who  has  ever  shot  Rock 
Mountain knows what a fabulous course this is. Susan and Mike and their son Tad are such wonderful 
hosts and truly go out of there way to accommodate you.  There are 18 stations, with gully shots, long 
high incomers, nice elevated platforms, etc. with varying degrees of difficulty. We had the pleasure of 
shooting  with  John Lawlor,  who has  the  speed  and eyes  of  a  junior  and  the  skill  of  a  vet--simply 
awesome. There was one station with a high chandelle and I believe Howard Berman was the only person 
to hit it (I guess all those lessons paid off!).

After shooting, our fearless crew began the half-hour trek to Ernie Hausman’s, Hidden Hollow. 
His place is really in there and even some of the GPS guys got slightly derailed. Ernie and Helen had a 
nice lunch ready and after pigging out, we hit the course. Up and down hills, open shots, fast simos, 
wooded shots, teal and rabbits long and short. Several stations were over his beautiful pond.  We had 16 
opportunities to get into the shooting hall of fame but I don’t think too many of us did. Lastly, Ernie had a 
great 3-trap-flurry set up which many of us utilized. Rumor has it that George Parsons shot it so much that 
it caused him to be late for dinner. After shooting Helen and Ernie had  hors d’oeuvres at which time 
everyone could lie about how well they shot or not. If you like to hunt grouse or partridge, this is the place 
to go for practice.

Saturday’s dinner was back at Shadowbrook for an Italian Buffet. A good time was had by all! We 
had many laughs at our particular table, including Bob Blake trying to teach his wife Karen how to shoot 
in the basement.--inside joke.  El Presidente even stopped by in between the wedding he and Joyce were 
attending to make sure we were all behaving in true Traveler fashion.

Sunday morning found us homeward bound with a stop for shooting at Pocono Manor Rod and 
Gun Club. Carts or other transportation is a must for Pocono’s 14-station course in the woods. After 
traveling a mile or so to reach the course, you are mesmerized by the beauty of your surroundings. I’ve 
never encountered a course where you really don’t care how well you do, or get aggravated about any 
problems with station machines not working (of which there were some), but were happy to be in the 
beauty of it all. (So says Carol). Pocono has very some challenging targets with fast simos, overheads, 
droppers, incomers and crossers nicely mixed. They also had some very scary trails for the golf cart 
drivers to negotiate.   

Needless to  say Fred ended up owing Ed Davies  a  bottle  of  wine for  his  foolish bet  on the 
weekend’s total score.  Never again Ed: Next time we’ll bet on the ladies--they are more evenly matched.

Everyone you spoke to had a fabulous time on this trip. It might have been one of the best yet. If 
you haven’t made one of the Spring-or-Fall-trips you might want to put it on your calendar for the next 
one so as not to miss a wonderful time. A Special Thanks goes out to Bob Schrager and Gwyn Grant for 
all the time and effort they put into our trips to make it so memorable for all.

CONTACTING THE TRAVELERS... 
CTSCA.ORG – Webmaster: Jeff Hunter, marist89@excite.com. 
CTSCA Home Office: Al Anglace, email aaa738@aol.com     (by far the best way) or telephone 
203 417-6295 if you absolutely must.
Editor: Phil Steinkraus, e-mail philistein@aol.com
Membership, Address Changes and Shooting Class status: Contact John Hachmann, at email 
obuc@optonline.net.
Guide Book advertising and other questions contact Dick Orenstein at email oren@umich.edu  or 
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call 203-226-5251. 
Past issues of Reload! are available online at  www.ctsca.org 

- - - 2008 CTSCA SHOOTING CALENDAR - - -
NOV. 16 – “SALUTE THE COLORS” Ye Old Newgate Coon Club, Norfolk, CT
DEC. 14 – DICK LOSEE MEMORIAL SHOOT / X-MAS PARTY, Mid County Rod & Gun Club

- - - OTHER 2008 SHOOTS OF INTEREST - - -

See ctsca.org Calendar of Events 

FOR SALE  CLASSIFIED ADS  WANTED
See listings at ctsca.org 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

THE UPCOMING CTTRAVELERS  MONTHLY SHOOT  

2008 “SALUTE THE COLORS”
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2008

Ye Olde Newgate Coon Club
Norfolk, Connecticut

CHECK IN AND A CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST WILL BE AT THE CLUB 
BEGINNING AT 8:30 WITH SHOOTING STARTING AT 10:00AM.

Truly a throw back shoot at a long standing Private Club in the beautiful 
hills of Northern Connecticut. Many dedicated trappers man manual 
traps that are coupled with autos to create presentations that impress 
the Travelers every year while enjoying the last of Mother Nature’s 
colors. 
Fresh off of his Small Gauge Championship win, Jimmy Muller will try to 
defend his crown earned last year. We doubt that he will again bring out 
the “pop gun” to conquer these testy targets.
It’s Turkey time again and we will be having our “lucky score” turkey 
drawing as well as the annual 50/50 cash drawing. 
If you don’t shoot well . . . no problem, you will eat well. Theresa Kelly 
will again present her wonderful luncheon. Yes, “Pop” is again going to 
man the bar if he doesn’t get called away to fight a fire somewhere. Now 
there is a pair a full house can’t beat! They make everyone feel very 
welcome at the Coon Club.
DIRECTIONS: From the Junction of Route 8 and I84 at Waterbury – take Route 8 
North about 28 miles to Route 44, near Winsted, CT. Leaving Route 8 go right onto 
Route 44 West. Continue 8.4 miles. At the Texaco Station turn hard right onto 
Route 182. Go 0.6 miles on Route 182 to club on left. 860 738-3619.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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REGISTRATION APPLICATION

YOUR APPLICATION MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR BEFORE 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2008

Continental Breakfast opens at 8:30 AM AT THE CLUB HOUSE – Shooting starts at 10:AM.

$60.00 Member entry fee - $75.00 Guests.

Mail this application, and your check, payable to “CTSCA” to:

CTSCA, 16 Davis Road, Seymour, CT 06483

NOTE: PLEASE DO NOT SEND EXPRESS MAIL SIGNATURE 
REQUIRED!!!

LIST NAME(S) THAT ARE BEING PAID WITH THE ENCLOSED CHECK ONLY:

1.________________________   2._______________________
3.________________________   4.________________________
5.________________________   6.________________________

HANDICAPS: 20 GAUGES 5 – 28 GAUGES 10 – 410 BORES 20 – SXS AND PUMPS 5

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SHOOTER TO RECORD ANY CONCURRENT 
PARTICIPATION AND HANDICAP THAT IS EARNED BY GAUGE OR TYPE OF GUN ON THE 

INDIVIDUALS SCORE CARD. NO EXCEPTIONS.

If possible, please squad me with: __________________________________

Concurrent selection, please check if qualified: Lady ___. Vet. 1 (55-69) ____. 

Vet 2 (70 and over) ____. Junior (17 and younger) ____. 
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CHRISTMAS  SHOOT
Game dinner

FAIRFIELD COUNTY FISH & GAME
Newtown ct.

SUNDAY DEC. 7th starting @ 10:00am

Registration opens at 8:30am; this will be a Squadded shotgun start
$65.00 for 100 targets & lunch

$ 55.00 if you bring a Hat and a pair of Gloves for a child
Save $10

This shoot will be Limited to 125 shooters
 

Please separate and send in the bottom  

                                                          Pre –Registration is Recommended 
REGISTRATION APPLICATION

NAME(S) – BEING PAID BY THE ENCLOSED CHECK ONLY:

                                                                                                       1._______________________________
_______     fee _____ Hat & Gloves____

2.______________________________________     fee _____ Hat & Gloves____

3.______________________________________     fee _____ Hat & Gloves____

4.______________________________________     fee _____ Hat & Gloves____

5.______________________________________     fee _____ Hat & Gloves____

6.______________________________________     fee _____ Hat & Gloves____

                                                                               Total        _________

Send payment to:  Dominic Uliano   34 Swamp Rd.  Newtown CT. 06470
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